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Article 2

(~) ~o c~~n~e from the First ?r~minary Draft Convention,
oJ 07 -.•.. , ..

(2) :ne Eurcpean patent shall, in each of the Contracting
Stat~s =o~ v~ich it is granted, have the effect of and 'be
sabject to to;>.::>same conditions as a national patent granted
by the.t3tat~, unless otherwise provided for by this Convention.

, --. - :.-. ""\~..... '-'~-



(I) ~he teTe of a.3urope~- yatent shall be 20 yeaTs
as fro~t:le d.ate of filing of the application or, in the
case of a Surcpean patent of addition, fro~ the date OI
fili::;.=:,

the right of a Contracting Sta.~eto extenj the term of
a Europea~ patent under the sa~e conditio~s as those applying
to its natio~al patants, i~ cTder to take into account a
state of war or siwil?r e~erg2~cy conditions affectL~g that
State.
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OF FROP3::tTY

.Article 22 (24f:.)
Unit~ry ch~racter of the Jurop2~n patent application'

(A) ":'"h;:. ""-""o-c'er"Yl T~t"Y1t r,~~l ~ C~-l"rY1 "''''y be !"S~l' gnnd\ ..1-"'_"" ::.;v...•. .r- :::"J.':' .1.Je:.t c_J. :::;..l..•.':::._.J.. ':""'.. v __'_1. U_Ci.. '-'" -- v

or gi76 ~lse to ri~Lts for one or sever~l of the designated
States. Such assigncent shall ~ot affect the unity of the
applic~tion in proceedings b8fore the European Patent Office.
The ~ssigne~s in the different states shall be regarded as
joint ~pplic~~ts for the purpose of these proceedings.

(2) ~nsr2 a group of Contr~cvB1g states makes use of
the yO~"iersconferred in Article E, they Tlaylay down that,
in .se fe.r 2.5 they are d.esignated, the Buropean patent
application may be assig.r~ed,~c~t;~g2d and subjected to
dist~ai~t only in respect of all of these ContractL~g
St2vt~S s-"l"ldonly in.ac.~ord~'1ce'::ith the provislons of the , J
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Articl'.~23

no ch~nge fro~ the First Frelicinary Draft
ConveYltion, 1970
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i-_rtic122~ (26)

:'~or-=5~.e;i....'15of 9. EuropG s.np~ tent s.pplication

).rticle 25 (27)

Distr~~-t of a European p?-tent application

Contin~i~E effect of ri;hts L~ respect of
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Lrtic12 2.3 (29)

li~ensing of ~ Europ~e~ patant applicat~on

~ Europ6~n ~atent application may be licensed for the
whe12 or ~art of thG territories of the designated Contracting

~~!;:1/57 ~/70cc
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Article 281-"":,

~ ~urop2.an patent a?plic~tion in th2 Register
of Euroyean ?atents

-_-'!""_.'r~..:=_'-.Y'.~'_'o-_~_lS 2 !'nr'l 3 of' .:'.r+:; r" :.' 2~ <:;,-,p'l r--r:'-,l y to +h;::.___ ~. • .. ~-.L •••••• ••••• _ \.1 ••• ' ..J . ..:.. !.;."!-..... v -

grent or aS3ignme~t of a licancG, to tho astablishment or
assigr~m2nt 0: 2 right in re2 in respect of a ~uropean
patent applic2:.tionand to the distraint of such an
e.pplication.
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Articl~ 29 (30)

lq~ in legal treTIsations

-J-:~\or.. by the 'l-.e.rtiGs,or, ~n the case of 8. trt:'.nsactioninvolving-
c~ly one party, the law d3signated by such initiating party.
In the event of failure to agrs8 upon or to designate .the
r:;levE'.nt1a.\';,.or if such agreement or designa tion ce...nD.otbe.
cnforc2d by til::: court 'before vlhich the ITl=:ltterhas been brought,
~he re13vant law shall be deternined in accordance with the
~ules of priv~te internaticnal lqw applicable in the state 'of
the court in qaestion.

(1) In so f~r as this Conv~ntion does not itaelf contain
T~12s directly governing legal transactions concerning
:::-J.::,o::sa!""pat.::::-:2lplicati.)ns, th:;18.w to be F~Tiriliedshall be
-:~0 ~2tion~1 19w r2fGrr~~ to by this Convention. Failing
2':lCr: r~d2renc:;, tJ'i2 L:.\'to be A.r.;-liedshall b'2 that agraed

(2) If priv?..te international lEWl r2Iers to .th.::;;lexrei
si tE.8, the re12'":Hu-;tlc'Vi 8112.11 b8 th-:;lE..V; of th',3Contracting
state on whose territory the applic~Dt is ordinarily resid8nt
Jr has his registered plac8 of business. If the applicant

•.. is ~either residont nor has his r~gistGrGd place of business
In the territory of one of th8 Contracting States, the relevant:
lP-TIshall be the law of the Contracting StatG in which.a
reyresentative has been appointed in accordance with the
lrovisions of Article 172. If no roprasentative has heen
!?l=cr'ointed,th.; rcleva.!ltlaw shal~ bG the law of the 'Contracting

Hots;
It r-3::i2.ins to b.,3 2X8.ClillCC. V';~12t~2r it is c..160 neCGSS8.r;~r

_. ~ '4"'~ _~ •• '",:_,--:,"_ •••• ':""::.L::;~__;_ ....-_...~.~_.* .-.--.
~.'•.... - ... '';' .,'.....;,.. :~->{:"";



~rticle 133 p~w (127)
Jrounds fOl" revocation

(I) Subject to thG provisions of Articl9 134, a European
:p~.~.~:1-:r.r:-~.:T o~l:ybe r2voked i.ll1derthe 18."'; cf a Contracting
S~~t~, ~2~n ef~~c~ fcr its ~0rritory, S~ ~hG followini

(£.) if tl:2 subject r:l8.tt.:;rcf the patent lS not patentable
within the tGros of Articl~s 9 to 14;

(b) if tl:e European patent does not disclose the invention
in a ~snner sufficiGntly clear and cooplete for it to
bs carried out by a person ski~led in the art;

(0) if the subject ~atter of the European pat2nt extends
beyond the content of the Europea~ patent application
as filed;

( fJ. )
\-

if the protection conferr3d by the patent has, contrary
to Article 104, been extended Juring opposition
:proce'3 dings.

(2) If the grounds for revocation only ~ffect the
?atent partially, revocation shall be pronounced in the
f:r~ of a corresponding li~itation of the said patont.
If t~~ ~ational law so provideS, the licitation Gay be effected

-. ..,..... -,...~ .:: ,....!::~:'"T; 11 r:r-\...._ _.-oi::::l.
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Prior national rights

If e national pat~Lt or application for a national
~~8.-:'=::'-: h5.2 t<=?n !!l2.dG.public on or e.ft,=::rth~; :priority date

natic::.al9ate~t or th~ applicAtion for R national
l)?.t:=nt112.3. r::.Tl G2.rlier priority date the.n th2.t of the European
~~tGnt, the ~uropean pat3n~ shall, in that Contracting
St~te, be trGated, with regard to the prior national right~
exactly as if it werd a national patent.
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lBFP.ESENTATION

:Frofe.ssional repre sentati 0 1'J.

(1) ::-:::;:r.2 S0::-l t2,tion of natul~8.1and 126"8.1persons in
!-rcc-=-=dir~~s-c,'~for3the EuropeE';I'~Pa.tr..=ntOffice ::lay, subject
to -:~-..c: r:r)7i~io:r.l.:::';of pa~~ag:raph5 'b,.?loi7,OJlly 1:;2 "..U1d.::rtak~n
by nature.l persons v"hoSG nal'!lesR.ppear on a list oaintained
for this ?ru~ose by the said Office.

(2) ~ny person having his registered place of business
wi~hin the territory of cne of the Co~tracting states who,
according to a certificate furnished by the central industrial
prClr:ert;y-.:fficeof that state, is Gllt:.t18d to ['tctprofessionally
as a repr3s0~tativc in patent oatters before that office, may
be entered O~ the list. Entry shall b~ effected upon re~uest,
acccsp&~ied by the certificata referred to ~bove, which
~ust specify the extent of such entit18~ent.

(3) -"7\-: .~~
'j .•.~-::;.•.- , in any Contracting Stat0, entitle Dent to act

'$> as a repr2s2ntative is not ccnditione.l upon th3 requirement
of special professional ~ualific~tions, persons applying
to be entered on the list who Gct as representatives
in pat3nt catters before the central industrial property
office of the said Stat8 must havp. habitually acted as such.
for at le~st five years. Provided that, ~erscns vnl0se
::.:':r0i'?ssic,ne.lqU21ificntion tC'r8}JT0sent nr.:.t1).rg,1e..ndlegal
~~:rso~s i~ ~~tc~t 8g,tters before the contral ;ndustri~l

-T'/~- - 'c::~:--t ~ ._' I'"-'_.__ .l/ ~, '2/70 CCi
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off~ei[~ll:,trecoE;~ised in 2.cc:=.rcle.ncGwith the:; y.:::gulations
lE"~icldC'.'Jl"..by sach .State shr3.l1r..c~cbe Gub ject to the condition
of having ~x3rcised the profession. The certificate ref8rred
to in the ~rGc3ding paragraph must i~dieate that the
a'f?=-i.C€~ll-t2atisfios one of the conditions l'efsrred to in

(~) :3rsons whos~ na~es ar0 2ntered on the list referred
to In par~~ra?h 1 may only act before the European Patent
Office to the extent th2.t they uTe entitled 1 within the terr.:J.s
of the certificate referred to irlparagra~h 2, to act as
rep~esent2tives in patent cattors in the Contracting State
ir:'.'!hiehtiley exercise t:;.oir profe ssion.

(5) Eepr~sentation befor8 tho Europ2~n ?at31rt Office
nay also 88 vndertaken by any legal practitioner qualified
i~ one of the'ContractL~g States, and having his registered
place of cusiness within such Stat~, to the 2xtent t~at he
is ab12: wlthiri the said state~ to act as a rapresentative

Kotes on ~rticl0 ~71
1. The State in '.',Thichthe Ellrop0!1.!lPatent Office

is located will have to take the necessary~eps,
in good time, to enable representatives who are
nationals of other ContT8.cting States to establish
s.~egister'2d plac.-:of business in its O'NTl territory.

'1:h2 V,Torl:::U1gI'arty '.'.,ri~llat.-;rdr3.ft c.provision
Convention.
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~pplication to national utility Dodels
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a ~ri~r nation~l right

1.•.3~J_r:J;.2ar: p8.tent ?";':;licnticnpublished on or after

of -:;~.o C:.2:t:-::'..ctingSt2.~23, dosi6!l::.tec. in the European patent
application ss publis~ec, in r2g~rd to such national
applic2.tion or to the patent gr?.nted in respect th3reof,
to be th2 e~uivslent of a naticnal ~~tent application based
on an G2rlior filing.

P'r"'. :,,",:,,:,,,! 1.L ;:=.-;
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